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Open Dumping

 Open Dumping means 
the consolidation of 
refuse from one or more, 
sources at a disposal site 
that does not fulfill the 
requirements of a 
sanitary landfill.

 Open Burning is the 
combustion of any 
matter in the open or in 
an open dump.

Open Burning





 Who is individual(s) that was 
open dumping or burning?

 Who is the property owner?

 What was being open dumped 
or burned?  Is the open dumping 
and burning part of a business 
operation?

 Where is the location of the site?

 When did it occur?



 Ask the informant if the 
respondent has a known 
criminal record. 

 Follow up with local 
authorities before you go 
out, GUNS A BLAZING, 
and request their presence 
to go with you during  the 
inspection.



 County Assessors Office 
from who is paying taxes:

 Deed at the Recorders 
Office;

 The Post Master at the Post 
Office;

 Geographic Information 
System;

 Nosey Neighbors are 
usually the ones who called 
in the complaint.



 Depending on the circumstances 
of what is being open dumped, or 
burned, if it is a hazardous 
material, or if you are uncertain 
of the situation immediately 
contact your local HAZMAT 
response team, or the Illinois EPA 
Emergency Response Unit.

 In order to sample hazardous 
material , an individual must be  
current with the 40hr  
HAZWOPER training, annual 8hr 
refresher, and up to date with their 
medical requirements of OSHA 29 
CFR 1910 in order to wear 
respiration protection.



 Make sure that all of the 
PPE suits (Tyvek & 
Saranex), respirator 
cartridges, gloves and boot 
covers have not exceeded 
their  expiration dates. 

 Also, make sure that the 
SCBA’s are up to date with 
their flow check and 
hydrostatic tests.



 …follow the USEPA’s 
Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOP), for 
sampling certain types of 
matrixes:  
 Vegetation

 Media 

 Waterway 

 Impoundment 

 Windows



 Make sure that all of the  
air monitoring 
equipment is either, 
calibrated, or bump 
checked, on the day that 
it is being utilized.  
 Toxic Vapor Analyzer

 PID

 4 Gas Meter



 Contact a lab in order to 
obtain the proper 
containers and  labels to be 
utilized for the sampling 
event.  

 Don’t forget the evidence 
tape!

 Also, make sure the tools 
utilized for collecting the 
samples are properly 

disinfected.





 Chain of Custody (COC), in 
legal contexts, refers to the 
chronological documentation 
or paper trail, showing the 
seizure, custody, control, 
transfer, analysis, and 
disposition of physical or 
electronic evidence. 

 Chain of Custody is utilized 
in chemical sampling 
situations to maintain the 
integrity of the sample by 
providing documentation of 
the control, transfer, and 
analysis of samples. Chain of 
custody is especially 
important in environmental 
work where sampling can 
identify the existence of 
contamination and can be 
used to identify the 
responsible party.





 Wind Direction

 Wind Speed 

 Humidity 

 Barometric Pressure

 Utilize a weather app on 
your smart phone, in 
order to obtain the 
weather conditions at the 
site. 





 4(d) In accordance with constitutional 
limitations, the Agency shall have authority 
to enter at all reasonable times upon any 
private or public property for the purpose 
of:

 (1)Inspecting and investigating to 
ascertain possible violations of this Act, 
any rule or regulation adopted under this 
act, any permit or term or condition of a 
permit, or any Board, or

 (2)In accordance with the provisions of 
this Act, taking whatever preventive or 
corrective action, including but not 
limited to removal or remedial action, 
that is necessary or appropriate whenever 
there is a release or a substance threat of a 
release of (A) a hazardous substance or 
pesticide or (B) petroleum from an 
underground storage tank.

The property owner has the right to not 
allow you on their property and to 
obtain an inspection warrant before 
returning!



Inspection Warrant 
 In order for an IEPA  inspector to obtain 

a search warrant they must:

 Contact the Division of Legal 
Council

 Agency Management could attempt 
to contact the respondent in order to 
gain access to their premises.

 If it is a failed attempt by 
management, then the IOAG is 
contacted to obtain an 
Administrative Warrant.

 Depending on the circumstances 
with the respondent, it would be 
good idea to have ISP, or local 
authorities, to accompany you !

Each County has different 
procedures in regards to obtaining 
an inspection warrant!



Wat choo lookn at?



 Photographing evidence helps 
support your case of what was 
observed during the time of the 
inspection.   

 If there is multiple violations on 
site, make sure you take a picture 
of each of them, instead of 
taking one showing all of them. 



 In order to determine the
cubic yardage of open
dumped material at the
site, either utilize a
measuring wheel, or stride
along the pile to measure
the length and width.

 Eyeball the height of the
pile.

 To determine the estimated
amount of material in a
pile utilize the following
formula: 2/3(L x W x
H)/27.



 Prior to presenting your case to 
legal counsel, generate an 
inspection report that 
memorializes what was observed 
during the inspection.  
 Take photographs and plenty 

of them.
 Site sketch, or a current aerial 

photograph of the site (make 
sure that you reference your 
source).

 Documents that show 
ownership of the property.

 A narrative that describes what 
was observed and occurred at 
the time of the inspection.

 Sample results, if any.






